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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE 
YANATON. D TT, JANI ARI O11, 1877. | 


Gonlli men of the Council and House of Representatives ' 


Another two years with the meat events that will mark 
their place in history have passed. and you the representa- 
tives of the people of the young and growing Teritory of 
Dakota are agai assembled as the custodians of the best 
interests of those who have clothed you with authority, to 
discharge the high and responsible duties of law-makers: 
and invoking the direction and guidance of Divine Wisdom 
upon our conjoint labors, I take this early occasion to assure 
you that every measure inaugurated by you for the advance- 
ment of the material prosperity and to enhance the happiness 
of the people, will receive my hearty concurrence and appio- 


MATERIAL PROSPERITY. 


Notwithstanding the misfortunes we have had to contend 
with, we have steadily increased in population and wealth, 
and the condition of the people of the Territory is much bet 
ter than when the last Legislature adjourned 

The crop of 1875 was unpiecedently large, and while that 
of the succeeding year was not so. great owing to its partial 
destruction by locusts, we have not only enough to supply 
all our wants, and make another crop, but we have shipped 
millions of bushels of wheat to Eastern markets. While the 
"present?winter may develop some few instances of extreme 
poverty and some destitution, if ix чо оге than isto ђе ex. _ 
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pected, and no more than has heretofore existed aud does 
now exist in all new countiies: and it is a matter of сопотайп- 
lation that our own means are abundantly ample to provide 
for all such. No higher duty devolves upon the law-making 
power than to provide by statute for the worthy destitute poor, 
and if our laws are not alieady ample for this purpose 1 
vould respectfally suggest that you make them so 


GRASSHOPPERS 


The only drawback to agriculture іп Dakota seems to be 
the grasshoppers, or migtatory locusts, that come in swarms 
апа generally in the latter part of Jane or early in July when 
they come at all, and devour the corn and other crops. But 
as grasshoppers have appeared in various countries, and in 
different sections of the same country for thousands of years, 
and as within a century they have been quite as bad in sev- 
eral of the New England States as they have been for the 
last few years in the west—causing devastation for a num- 
ber of years and then disappearing for a Jong period. 
or entirely—we are wananted in the conviction that 
they will not visitus every year, and that the damage o1 
scourge will be but temporary. 

As probably the best protection against the devouring in- 
sects I would urge upon our farmers fall plowing, early 
seeding of grain in the spring, and the cultivation of those 
crops leastlikely to be injured by the grasshoppers їп case 
they do come. Barley, oats and wheat can be made, by early 
sowing, in spite of them, unless they make their appearance 
earlier in the season than heretofore, and we would suggest to 
our farmers that they put a larger proportion of their land 
in these and less in corn. Corn suffers worst of all, and is in 


fact about the only crop that is. even under the most unfavor- : 


able circumstances, entirely destroyed. Potatoes, too, never 
fail entirely. Тһе destruction of the tops may affect the 
yield, but an abundance of them сап be made in our prolific 
soil even in the worst grasshopper years. ` | 


Deeming no subject more vital to the people of the Territo 
ry than this locust plague, I attended bv invitation of his 
Excellency, the Governor of Minnesota, a Convention of the 
Governors of States and Territories that had been afflicted by 
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the locusts, which assembled at Omaha on the 25th of Octo- 
her last, at which the whole question was freely and fully 
discussed by scientific men and others present, and à memo- 
rial adopted asking that the law-making power of the nation 
take the question in haud as one of national importance, 
aud with the hope that some means could be devised or dis- 
covered whereby the people of the west might be protected 
against the ravages of the devouring pests. 

The meeting was harmonious and pleasant, and if the in- 
terchange of views there kad results in no good, it will 
certainly do no harm 

I transmit herewith copies of the proceedings of the said 
convention for your consideration, and respectfully request 
that your honorable body give the same mature considera- 
tion, aud if possible devise some means of relief 


FINANCE AND TAXATION. 


As by statute the auditor and treasurer are allowed to keep 
their offices at places remote from the capital, it is impossible 
for me to state accurately the financial condition of the Terni- 
‘tory. 

The law as it now stands constitutes the governor, auditor, 
and һеавптег а board for the assessment of the territorial 
tax. For 1875 only two mills on the one dollar valuation was 
assessed, but on account of a failure to collect a large per cent. 
of the taxes and the rapidly accumulating expenses, it was 
found inadequate to meet the demands on the treasury, and 
when the board met in August last, it was ascertained that 
warrants had been issued to the amount of about ten thou- 
sand dollars in excess of the receipts of the treasury, which 
warrants or most of them are yet unpaid, and on which we 
are paying interest at the rate of ten per cent. per annum. 
Under this condition of things, and аЛег a careful examina- 
tion of the assessment rolls and estimates as to the prebable 
wants of the treasury, the rate for 1876 was fixed atfour mills 
on the one dollar valuation, which amount itis believed will 
if rigidly collected, soon take up all outstanding warrants 
and leave a surplus in the treasury Я 


It is not only within the power butit is the duty of the 
legislative authority to fix the rate of taxation, and J therefore 
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recommend that, instead of delegating that duty to others, 
your honorable body fix the rate of taxation, for the next 
two years by statute, and that yon repeal the law which con- 
stitutes the present board 

I recommend also that the law authorizing the payment of 
interest on warrants be repealed, and that warrants be only 
issued as there is money in the treasury to pay them. In 
this way alone, in my judgment, can the demoralizing specu- 
']ation in teriitorial wairants be stopped 

However desirable low taxes may be, we shall find that 
with communities as with individuals it is better to pay as 
we go: and I would therefore suggest that it will be much 
better fo collect a sufficient amount of revenue from property 
to pay the current expenses of the Tenitory as they acerue. 
and thus keep out of debt and keep some money in the 
treasury, than go en increasing om indebtedness and aceu- 
mulating interest In other words, weshall find it much moie 
economical in the long tan to conduct our affairs on a cash 
basis, paying all legal obligatious as they are presented, and 
thus maintain a par value for our warrants, than by a failure 
to collect sufficient revenue, suffer ow tenitorial warrants to 
be hawked at every stpeet corner at a heavy discount 

I would further recommend the enactment of more rigid 
laws for the collection of taxes, for the criminal indifference 
of some of oui people to this duty is one of the worst evils 
that we have to contend with Bat where there is property 
there can be no valid excuse for not collecting the tax on it, 
and Т earnestly urge that you take some action whereby the 
payment of taxes may be made more piompt and certain in 
the future 

The veports of the auditor and treasurer are herewith 
transmitted, and to ther: I refer you for more detailed infor - 
mation relative to the financial condition of the territory. 

I also again recommend that the auditor and treasurer be 
required to Keep their offices at the capital. The increasing 
business of the territory renders this an absolute necessity. 
This will not compel these officers to reside at the capital as 

the business can be done, by. deputies appointed by thent; 
who may reside here. | 
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INTEREST ON MONEY. 

Two years ago when I recommended that the rate of intei- 
est on loans һе reduced to ten рег centum рег 
annum it was argued that money could not be had at less 
than eighteen per cent., the rate then authorized by law; that 
to 1eduee the rate would stop the flow of money in this direc- 
tion, and so on But the legislature did reduce the rate to 
twelve per cent., and quite as. much money has come into 
Dakota for investment as before, and none but good results 
have flowed from the reduction. 

It is well known that for the last few years great business 
stagnation has prevailed Мапу of the factories and work- 
shops throughout the country have been closed; commerce 
and trade have beeu depressed; work scant and wages low; 
the producer has received low prices for his products; real 
estate and all kinds of personal property have undergone a 
heavy depreciation: in fact the universal shrinkage has affec- 
ted all trades, all pursuits and every species of propeity, 
and the entire population of the country have suffered in 
common. with the oue exception of the loaner of money. 
Why is it then, when everything else is so low, money should 
beso high? It cannot be defended or justified on any of the 
established principles of sound statesmanship. 

Theargument that a high rate of interest is necessaiy to 
enable us to procure money is not borne out by the facts, for 
as I said in my last message, " The establishment by law of 
“а low rate of interest would inspire capitalists at a distance 
"not only with our ability, but with our determination to 
“рау, and the improved commercial and financial character 
"thus created for ourselves would secure for us all the money 
“we require." i 

No individual or community can prosper who undertakes 
to pay continuously a high rate of interest on accommoda- 
tions. The universal tendency is downward. Тһе government 
of the United States is converting its six per cent. bonds into 
five and four and one-half per ceut. bonds, while many of 
the states have compromised their indebtedness at а lower 
rate of interest 
~The ordinary profits of our productive industry, under the 
most favorable circumstances, will not justify the payment of 


к GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE 


twelve, fifteen and eighteen per cent. interest: and for these 
and many other considerations that might be adduced, I res- 
pectfally recommend that the law be so amended that not 
more than ten per cent. Interest on loans сап be colleeted. 
This is a much higher rate than prevails in any of the older 
states of the east. but communities far removed from the great 
financial and commercial centres as we are have to submit to 
higher rates. | 

I have no doubt but that the extraordinary rates of inter- 
est legalized from time to time by the legislature has actu- 
ally done the produceis of the Territory mole injury thar 
they have sustained by the damage to their erops by the rav- 
ages of the locusts. АП usurious laws are in the interest of 
the few as against the many, and in this as in all other mat- 
ters the welfare of the people of the Territory is, for the pres- 
ent, committed to your keeping. 

THE BLACK HILLS 

Nearly or all that region of country known as the Black 
Mills, where such rich mineral deposits have recently been 
discovered, is in Dakota, and the fact that it is probably one 
of the richest gold bearing 1egions yet discovered on this eon- 
tinent, and the further fact that theearly consummation of an 
agreement with the Indians for its relinquishment will soon 
open it up to settlement, renders legislation in relation there- 
to of the greatest importance. 

The commission appointed last summer by Ше Piesident 
of the United States, to treat with the Indians, of which Ex- 
Governor Newton Edmunds. of this territory, is a member, 
have exhibited great energy and consummate skill in the 
prosecution of their labors. — They found no difficulty in in- 
ducing the Indians to sign an agreement to relinquish their 
title and to concede the right of way over their reservation 
for ingress and egress. Тһе commission completed its la- 
bors so far as the Indians were concerned, and forwarded 
the agreement to Washington some time before congress as 
»embled, and now if prompt action is had by congress, and 
the agreement ratified without delay, as it should be, the.- 
whole question will be settled. and the Black Hills country 
will be open to the world before the adjournment of your 
honorable body. ` 
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F'ence the readjustment of county lines, the enactment of 
laws for the appointment of county offceis, and such other 
and further action as your wisdom may suggest for the es- 
tablishment of courts with jurisdiction adequate for the pro- 
tection of the persons and property of such as now are or 
may hereafter becomé inhabitants of that section, are sub- 
jects that should receive mature reflection and prompt action 
at your hands. 


. There are already several thousand people in the Black 
Hills and the number is constantly and rapidly increasing: 
and while mining is the main business carıied on, towns have 
sprung up, rude school houses and places of public worship 
have been constructed; many of the people are engaged in 
merchandise, trade and the mechanic arts; and in fine and in 
fact they have all the machinery of organized society, save 
and except the protection of the laws. This protection it is 
the duty of the congress of the United States and of your 
body to supply, and neglect or failure to do so would not 
only be great injustice to the thousands of industrious peo- 
ple who are struggling for a living in that wild region, but it 
would be in the highest degiee criminal 


As the agreement with the Indians provides for three sepa- 
rate roads from the Missouri river to the Black Hills, and as 
it is understood that the President of the United States has 
signified his willingness to adopt the routes that may be se- 
lected and located by the people of this Territory who are 
most vitally interested in providing good roads ѓо travel to 
the Black Hills, I recommend that you authorize the ap- 
pointment of a commission, to consist of three woithy citizens 
of this Teiritory, to examine the topography of the country 
and locate the said roads, construct bridges, ete., and that .a 
reasonable appropriation be made to defray the expenses of 
the same. 


* 


IMMIGR ATION. i 


Immigration to the Territory continues, and there is a 
gradual but constant increase of our population: and while 
there are steady accessions from the states, à much larger 
number come to us from Europe, notably from Russia. Most 
of those who come are frugal, industiious and law-abiding 
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people. and make good citizens; and as our future wealth 
and prosperity will depend largely oninciease of population, 
liberal inducements should be exteu..«d to all who desire to 
make their homes with us. The foreign immigrants engage 
mainly in agriculture, become actual producers, and thus 
add to the aggregate wealth of the Territory. 

I gave my approval to an act passed by the last Legisla- 
ture “То Establish a Bureau of Immigration,” with 1eluc- 
tance, and wish now I had withheld it. The Бгн is cum- 
bersome and expensive, and accomplishes no moie an the in- 
terest of Immigration than might be done by a commissioner. 


I therefore recommend that the act referred to be repealed, 
ғала that the office of commissioner or superintendent of 
immigration be created; that such officer be elected every two 
years as other territorial officers are, and that the salary 
which should be a liberal one, be fixed in the act creating the 
office. I further recommend that this officer together with the 
governor and secretary of the territory constitute a board for 
the management of all disbursements to be made and other 
business to be transacted in connection with immigration. 
-and that the two latter receive no compensation from the 
Territory for such service. Such board would doubtless ac- 
complish as much as has been done by the present machi- 
nery, while the commissioner alone would receive a salary. 


In order that we may contend successfully with neighboring 
states and territories for immigration from abroad, it is ne- 
cessary to have prepared and printed pamphlets and circulars 
for distribution, and if not thought too expensive, agents 
should be sent abroad to make known the character and re- 
sources of our Territory. Hence I recommend such liberal 
appropriation for these purposes as your wisdom may sug- 
gest. 

Hon. Fred J. Cross the present superintendent of immigra- 
tion, I regard as a very energetic and efficient officer, and 1 
respectfully call your attention to his reports for the last two 
years, which are herewith transmitted. 


RAILROADS. 


Notwithstanding much has been said from time to time 
about steps being taken to extend the Northen Pacific rail- 
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road, nothing has been done in its construction beyond Bis- 
maik, nor does there now seem to be any positive indications 
of early resumption of work. It is an enterprise that was 
grand in its conception, and one which will be grand in its 
results upon the commerce of the country and the world pro- 
vided it should eve: be completed to the Pacific Ocean. 

And may we not hope that even during the present genera- 
tion a returning prosperity may induce individual enterprise 
or government liberality to complete equip, and open up this 
second great national highway across the Continent. 

The Dakota Southern railroad company have become the 
propiietois of what was formeily known as the Sioux City 
and Pembina road, and have completed and in operation 
seventeen miles of road, extending from a point on еї 
main liue near Jefferson іп the county of Union to Portland- 
ville on the east bank of the Big Sioux River. Fourteen 
miles more are ready for the iron, which it is proposed to put 
on it at an ea1ly day, and this 102d we are assured, will be 
extended up the Sioux Valley as fast as the resources of the 
company, and tbe aid that may be extended them along the 
line, will justify. Тһе road is ап impoitant one, traverses 
some of the very best land in the Territory, and as it extends 
will open up one of the finest agricultural regions to be found 
in this new northwest. 

Another road, branch of the St. Paul and Sioux City road, 
is being constructed from Worthington to Sioux Falls, and 
whieh it is now believed will 1each the latter place during the 
present year. Itis now in operation to Lüverne within thirty 
miles of Sioux Falls. ° ` > 

That these enterprises are being prosecuted at all, in these 
times of great depression, is matter of encouragement to 
every citizen of the Territory, for it augurs a degree of pros- 
perity and activity here, that exists in but few of the older 
communities of the East. And with the opening of the 
` Black Hills its connection with the world, by rail, will be- 
come a necessity, and a memorial by your-body to congress 
for a donation of public lands to assist in the construction 
of sucli road would not be out of place. 


And as railroads in these days of universal piogress are 
indispensable to the development and prosperity of any new 
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country, and as it is a universally recognized fact that short 
lines and unfinished roads ате not profitable to those who 
construct and own them, we should not only extend all the 
encouragement and aid in our power in the way of business, 
subscriptions to stock, and so on, butthe tax gatherer should 
touch them lightly. In my judgment the net profits or sur- 
plus earnings alone should betaxed. People will not bring 
their money here and put it into railroads, for the enhance- 
ment of the value our propeity and to bnild up and develop 
our country, if they areto be made the subjects of oppres- 
sive taxation. For these reasons I think it would be bad 
policy to increase the tax оп this species of pioperty. On 
the contrary, would it not be better, in order to stimulate 
new enterprises, to exempt from taxation altogether duiing 
construction, or until the business of the road shall yield a 
net income? This of course is only intended to apply to 
roads hereafter to be constructed. 


CODIFICATION OF THE LAWS. 


In pursuance of an Act of the last Legislature authorizing 
the appointment of а commission to Codify the Laws, I ap- 
pointed Chief Justice P. C. Shannon, Associate Justice G. G. 
Bennett and Bartlett Тіірр, Esq. to perform that duty, and 
while the nature of the work and the great amount of labor 
to be performed has prevented my having an opportunity to 
give the work of the commissiou a critical examination, I 
do not hesitate on account of the high character of the gen- 
tlemen, and their eminent fitness for the work assigned 
them, to recommend that their report be adopted, with such 
changes, modifica’ ons and additions as your wisdom may 
suggest, as a cod. of laws for this Territory. 


THE INDIANS. 


The Indians in Dakola and adjoining Territories have ren- 
dered the past year an eventful one, and the tragic and bru- 
tal massacre of the gallant Geneial Custer and his brave 
comrades has don? much to intensify the hatred which was 
already vey general along the border and in the frontier set- 
tlements against the red man. But notwithstanding reverses 
and misfortunes, the operations of the past season against 
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she hostiles have been. іп a large degree successful, and the 
campaign now being waged against them, we have every rea- 
son to believe will result in the speedy and final overthrow of 
the few remaining rebellious bands; while the evident and 
marked improvement in the condition of all the fiiendly In- 
dians will afford а complete vindication of the wisdom of the 


peace policy inaugurated by the present honored Chief Mag 
istrate of the Nation. 


Ав however this whole Indian question is under the sole 
control and jurisdiction of the government of the United 
States it is unnecessary to discuss it at any length here, but 
that there is to be a speedy sclution of all these troubles, so 
far as the northwest is concerned, Т am firmly convinced. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


А capitol building furnishing accommodations f»r the Leg- 
islature and federal and Territorial officers is mach needed, 
as is also a penitentairy for the safe keeping of convicts, and 
I recommend that you memorialize congress for an appropri- 
ation for their construction. Large sums are now being paid 
annually for the rent of buildings, and it would be economy 


on the part of congress to appropriate money for the erection 
of a suitable edifice. 


Our convicts are now being kept in the Iowa state prison, 
at an expense of fifty cents a day for subsistence, for each 
convict, and twenty-one dollars а year for clothing for each 
convict; and as there were, last month, fourteen of our con- 
victs confined there, it will be seen that the aggregate cost, 
per year, will amount to a considerable sum, whereas, if we 
had a prison of our own, erected by the government of the 
United States and without expense to us, these prisoners 
might at least be made self-sustaining. 


In my opinion the organic law should be so changed that 
the expenses of all criminal proceedings and the cost of 
maintaining convicts should devolve upon the government of 
the United States. As it now stands we have all the duties, 
responsibilities, and much of the expense of statehood, with- 
out the right of representation, or the enjoyment of any of 
the privileges that a state government confers. 
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HURON. 

The bill which passed the senate at the last session of con- 
gress creating the territory of Pembina out of the northern 
portion of Dakota has been 1econsidered since the com- 
mencement of the present session, the name changed to Hu- 
ron, and the bill passed. It is earnestly to be hoped that 
the House of Representatives will promptly pass the bill, and 
that the justice which has so long been withheld from the 
people of Northern Dakota will be thns awarded them A 
memorial to congress might hasten the accomplishment of this 
object. | 

LIBRARY. 

The adoption of my recommendations two years ago, rela- 
tive fo the care and management of the territorial library has 
1esulted in placing the propeity in better condition, and 1en- 
dering it more valuable than ever before. Mr. Secretary 
Hand, who has charge of the library, deserves much praise 
for the improvements made, and for the faithful discharge of 
the duties devolving upon him as librarian, and Irecommend 
that the law 1emain as it is. 

' RELIEF BONDS. 

The last legislature passed over my veto “Ап Act to provide 
assistance aud seed grain to those settlers in the territory 
who are needing aid by the reason of a failure of crops,” &c , 
which was intended as a grasshopper relief bill, and which 
law authorized the issuance of bonds to the amount of twen 
ty-five thousand dollars. The act piovided that the bonds 
should not be sold for less than ninety cents on the dollar, 
and appointed the Governor and others therein named as a 
commission to distribute the funds arising from the sale of 
the bonds. 

Deeming the whole project illy conceived, and calculated 
to do much more harm than good, and knowing thatit would 
be impossible to sell the bonds for ninety cents on the dol- 
lar if printed and put on the market, I called a meeting of 


the commissioners, and after mature deliberation it was de- 
termined not to issue the bonds at all. and they never have 
"been issued. І feel conscious that subsequent events and a 
conservative public opinion will juitify and sustain this dis- 
regard of the law on my part, and now I respectfully request 
that you repeal it. 
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PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


No duty is more binding on the legislature than the neces- 
saiy provision and appropriation, for the education of the 
children of the Тегі (оту The publie school is one of the glo- 
ries of this western country, and we can point to ows with 
pride: Marked improvement is being made in the manage- 
ment and efficiency of the schools of the territory, and if there 


are radical defects in the laws on that subject I am not aware 
of them. 


The reports of the supei intendent for the last two vears are 
herewith transmitted, from which you will get much valuable 


detailed information, and if additionallegislation berequired 
I doubt not but your wjsdom will supply it. 


THE DEAF AND DUMB, THE BLIND, AND THE INSANE 


In pursuance of An Act of the last legislature, “to pro- 
vide for the instruction and education of the deaf and dumb", 
I arranged with the authorities of the state of Iowa to receive 
and instruct such of that unfortunate class as might be sent 
them from Dakota, at the institution for the deaf and dumb 
of that state, located at Council Bluffs. "The charges are, for 
board and tuition, about five dollars per week. We now 
have three pupils being educated at that place. 

The term for which provision is made is only three years’ 
instruction for each pupil. Тһе superintendent, in a recent 
communication to this office, which is herewith transmitted, 
urges that the term be extended to at least five years. for the 
reason that only a very limited education can be imparted to 
the deaf and dumb in three years. 

Inlike manner I made arrangements with the authorities 
of the state of lowa for the education of the blind, at their , 
Institution for the Blind, at Vinton, as required by An Act of 
the last legislature to provide for the education, and instruc- 
tion of the blind Тһе charges are about five dollars per 
week for each pupil. We now have in that institution one 
pupil. 

These contracts are to terminate at any time at the option 
of the authorities of Iowa. 


I also, under the.provisions of.“ An Act to provide for the 
safe keeping of Lunatics,” niade a temporary contract with 
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the aathorities of the State of Minnessota, for the safe keep- 
ing and care of that unfortunate elass. The expenses are 
abont the same as in the other institutions, five dollars per 
week, and since the conclusion uf the arrangement we have 
sent to the assylum from this Territory, three lunatics. 


Tbe regulations of all these Institutions require payment 
in advance, bat they waived it in our favor, and eonsequently 
hold our warrants. ltherefoie зесоіптелд that you make 
piovision for the prompt payment of these warrants, and also 
to meet the demand for advance payments hereafter. This is 
necessary for the protection of the credit and goud u me of 
the Territory abroad. 

The act providing for tke safe keeping of Lunatics requires 
the counties from which they are sent to pay the expenses. 
This should be so amended as to make it a charge on the 
Territory, the same as in the ease of the deaf and dumb and 
of the blind, І 


ARMS. 


There ате no arms in the possession of the Territorial 
authorities, nor have there been since І came into office in 
January, 1574. We hare no armory, arsenal, or other place 
for the safe keeping of such property, and if the Territory 
owns a musket, cartridge, or arms, ordnance or accoutrements 
of any kind I have never been officially informed of the fact. 


I am thus positive and explicit for the reason that on the 
occasion of every recurring annual Indian scare, numerots 
requisitions, petitions and appeals are made to the Executive 
Department for arms, when there are none with which to sup- 
ply them. The bearing of this fact in mind will save much 

-trouble hereafter. 

Of what has become of the arms received from the govern- 
ment of the United States І am not informed, І only know 
there was none in the possession of the Territorial authori- 
ties when [came into office. 

À few months ago I was requested by the War Depart- 
ment to furnish information as to the use and disposition of 
arms issued to Dakota during the war of the rebellion, with 
дана as Wan stated in the (ofespondence 1 of giving us cred. 
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it for them ^mounting in value to over ten thousand dollars. 
Тһе information accessible was very meagre, but such as was 
attainable was promptly furnished, and I doubt not but the 
' credit has been, or will be, given 

During the last session of congress а jo nt resolution was 
passed authorizing the issuing of five hundre | stand of arms 
to Dakota, provided the governor would give a bond for their 
safe return,or payment to the United States government of the 
value thereof, in the event they were not returned. І declined 
to receive them, for the 1eason that there was no law author- : 
izing me thus to bind the Territory. These arms can yet be 
һай, provided the legislature pass a law authorizing the gov- 
ernor to make the bond; but as I know of no present demand 
for arms, aud as there is no place to keep them if we had 
them, I cannot recommend such legislation. 

I do not believe that any of the settled portions of the Ter- 
ritory now are, or are likely to be, in dauger from depreda- 
tions of hostile Indians, and I can conceive of no other ne- 
cessity for arms that would justify incurrng the obligation. 

In this connection I herewith transmit an official corres- 
pondence between Adjutant-General Pound and myself up- 
on this gnbject. The letter of Col. Pound furnishes the most 
intelligent account concerning the arms that have been drawn 
from the government of the United States by this Territory, 
tbat I have been able to obtain. 


CONCLUSIO N. 


In conclusion I might diiate on what are supposed to be, 
the national complications, but as the settlement of the ques- 
tionis beyond our jurisdiction, I can see no good to come of 
doing so. Ihave an abiding confidence, however, in the sober 
second thonght of the American people. They went to 
slaughtering each other on account of a presidential election 
once, but they will not do it again—certainly not during the 
life time of the present generation. Тһе conservative states- 
manship of the country will find à peaceful way out of exist- 
ing troubles; anl after the 4th of March the ship of state 
will not only sail on in peace, but we have every reason to 
believe that а new era of prosperity will dawn onthe country. 


We can live either under a Republican or a Democratic ad- 
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ministration, if inaugurated in accordance with the forms of 
law and the provisions of the constitution, and may prosper; 
but a war between sections, or between political parties, 
would destroy all prosperity, inaugurate a xeign of anarchy 
and end in Mexicanization. 

For these reasons it is the duty of all good citizens, of all 
christian men, above all, of all of all true patriots, to counsel 
moderation’ and peace. The man, of whatever section or par- 
ty he may be who talks war and labors to stir up strife now, 
is the enemy of peace and good government, and all such 
should be rebuked and fiowned upon by all good citizens. 

I devoutly trust that the labors of the present session may 
result in much good to the people, and be creditable to you, 
and that at their conclusion you пау be permitted io return 
in health and safety to happy homes. 


JOHN L. PENNINGTON. 
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